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The Year of the Crucifixion 



I HAVE read Brother Pretyman's 
article on "The Year of the Cruci- 
fixion," and have followed closely his 
line of thought. The position which 
he sets out creates a very awkward 
situation, one which demands that it 
be cleared up. 

As I have looked into this question, 
searching encyclopaedias, Bible Diction- 
aries, etc., I am perfectly satisfied that 
what we have taught in the past in all 
our various publications on the Sanctu- 
ary question, is without a doubt abso- 
lutely correct. I could take data from 
the encyclopaedias and show all our cal- 
culations of the years to be correct, 
but I will not take space for that, but 
go directly to the root of the matter so 
as to harmonize the crucifixion with 
the time of the full moon. 

What has led me to the line of 
thought that I am about to present, is 
the fact that Chambers Encyclopaedia 
and the Encyclopaedia Britannica both 
state that the birth of Christ took place in 
the same year as Herod* s death. On the 
face of it this would seem an impossi- 
bility, inasmuch as that it was this very 
Herod who sought to slay Christ as a 
babe, and Herod dying in March, and 
Christ being born about October— ap- 
parently six or seven months later — 
this would forbid the placing the two 
events in the same yean But as I con- 
sidered these statements the thought 
constantly suggested itself to me that 
there has been some confusion some- 



where in respect to the starting-point 
of the years, so I proceeded to investi- 
gate with this in mind. 

In looking up " Nicholls* Help to the 
Study ot the Bible " I found the fol- 
lowing statement with regard to the 
Jewish years: 

" The first month of their civil year 
was Tisri, corresponding with the 
latter part of September and the begin- 
ning of October. . . . From this year 
they reckoned their Jubilee, dated all 
their contracts . . . and the reigns of their 
kings" 

Then I have been informed by a Jew 
in Auckland, one who prides himself 
upon being well versed in Jewish his- 
tory — in fact, an historian— that the 
Jews have always counted their years 
from Tisri (beginning toward the end 
of September) and never from Nisan 
(about the end of March). This fact, 
too, is recognized by both Haydn's 
Dictionary of Dates and Hasting's 
Bible Dictionary. 

Now, in our reckoning today, we are 
apt to take it for granted that the 
years have always begun with January 
and ended with December, as they do 
now, whereas encyclopaedias reveal the 
fact that the years in ancient times 
began with March 25 and continued to 
do so in Roman Catholic countries 
until the Gregorian Calendar was 
introduced by Pope Gregory XIII in 
February 1582. Note the following : 

"The Century Dictionary;*' Arti- 



qle "Catendar-Auiendment : Act, an 
English Statute of 1751 which took 
effect in 1752, establishing January 1st 
as the beginning of each year (instead 
of Lady-day, March 25th) adopting the 
Gregorian or * New Style ' in place of 
the Julian or ' Old Style ' calendar and 
cancelling the then existing excess of 
II days by making the 3rd of Septem- 
ber, 1752 the 14th." 

Article " Legal Year, the year by 
which dates were reckoned, which until 
1752 began March 25th, hence it was 
usual between January 1st and March 
25th to date the year both ways, as 
February 19th, 1745-6 (that is 1746 
according to present reckoning)." 

* Hastings Encyclopaedia."—" The 
Romans were the first to count the year 
from the 1st of January, but it was a con- 
siderable time later before the Euro- 
pean nations followed their example. 
In France it was adopted in 1563, in 
Scotland in 1600, and in England in 
1752. Previous to the complete adop- 
tion of this mode of reckoning there 
was much uncertainty as to the com- 
mencement of . the year, the most 
common date being the 25th of March, 
as was the case with the ecclesiastical 
year." 

Thus until 1582 in Rome and 1752 
in England, the years evidently ran 
parallel with the Jewish ecclesiastical 
years* The Jewish civil years, however, 
as already stated, did not begin till 
about the end of September, and while 
Nicholls says that the Jews " dated all 
their contracts . . . and the reigns of 
their kings ■* from Tisri (September) 
another extract from Hastings Dic- 
tionary says : 

' "A Babylonian influence, to which 
was, however, due the introduction of 
the new names for the months ... but 
the period of the Exile no doubt did 
mark the completion of the change 
from the autumnal to the vernal equi- 
nox. By this arrangement the order 
of the months began in Nisan, but the 
succession of years began in Tishri." 

Thus it would appear that while the 
Jewish " succession of years began in 
Tishri" (September) the Julian (or 
Roman) calendar counted the succession 
of years from March 25. This alone 
would throw these two calendars out 
of parallel by a period of six months— 
the Roman being six months in ad- 
vance of the J e wish. But when Rome 
in 1582 put the year back another three 



months, to January j, her -calendar 
then became nine months ahead of the 
Jewish — another instance of Rome's 
disturbance of " the times," and which 
has brought in confusion. 

Then I must call attention to another 
extract from the Encyclopae iia Biblica 
with reference to N.T. chronology 
which says : 

"By this reckoning the year I B.C. 
coincides with the year 753 A.U.C. and 
the year I A.D. with the year 754 A.U.C. 
The years are TREATED as- beginning 
on January I." 

Note the expression " TREATED " 
— the inference being that in actual 
reality they did not begin on January I. 

Now, in order to maintain the ac- 
curate count of the years, we must 
necessarily continue to count on the 
Jewish system, le., count the years 
from the time when their civil years 
began. In doing this it is obvious 
that we must throw the year back nine 
months to its proper place. By such 
an alteration we would naturally ex- 
pect to see some very material* change 
in the years from what we h ? <ve 
hitherto held*- and taught, but the fact 
is that with one exception the years 
and the very months remain the same, 
the only difference being the position 
of the months in the year. The one 
exception is the year of the crucifixion, 
which, instead of being A.D. 31 works 
out as A.D. 30. 

Calculating then from Tisri we 
count the fourth year before Christ as 
beginning from '* toward the end of 
September" and continuing till the 
next September. Then Christ's birth, 
falling in the autumn (say October), 
would be at the beginning of the year 
B.C. 4, while the death of Herod, fol- 
lowing in March would also fall in the 
same year (as the two encyclopaedias 
already mentioned, state) but Occur- 
ring in the correct order. 

Then reckoning 30 years from Octo- 
ber B.C. 4 to the time of Christ's bap- 
tism, this would bring us to the 
autumn, or beginning of A.D. 27, in- 
stead of toward the end of that year, 
as we, now reckon under the Ussh- 
erian chronology. Then the cruci- 
fixion three and a half: years later 
would reach to the spring (about April) 
of A.D. 30 instead o| A.D. 31 as we now 
Compute it. . "■ ' " X: ' ,J \ \- : 
: ; Thus by calculatingf bn thi ;lines :of 
the Jewish calendar, ^tHef Tcrucilxion 
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falling in April A.D. 30 would come 
right at the time of the fuH moon oc- 
curring 10 p.m. Thursday April 6: and 
this seems to me to demonstrate be- , 
yond all question the "correctness bfU 
computing the years in this way, viz.,. 
from Tisri, about the end^of September. 

Now, a comparison of the various ; 
computations of the years may be 
helpful here. (See diagram on page 4.) ; 

And now with regard to the writ : ngs 
of Sister White. While she has nec- 
essarily had ta incorporate historical 
Extracts in s ner writings, I do not 
believe for one moment, that in this 
connection she mefely used the writ- 
ings" of others, and by so doing, has 
been led to publish, what is supposed 
tb be, an error of such a disastrous 
nature. ^ , 

With reference to the quotation 
from the " Great Controversy," p. 399, 
with regard to the types, there certainly 
should be no difficulty whatever in 
connection with this. Attention is, L 
being drawn t of- the fact that the types- 
are being fulfilled with accuracy botrr 
as to the , event and time. She does- 
not say that Christ and His disciples, 
ate the Passover at the regular time, 
but the statement is singularly accurate 
^inasmuch as that it states that "on the 
fourteenth, day of the first Jewish month, 
the very day and month on which for 
fifteen long centuries, the passover lamb.„ 
had been SLAIJSf (not eaten) Christ . . . 
that same night .' . . was taken by wicked 
hands to be crucified and slain" and 
in this the type was most accurately 
fulfilled. ' 

The Thursday night, on which Christ 
and His disciples ate the Passover, was 
the beginning of the fourteenth day. 
After the supper He was arrested, and 
through the night His mock trial was 
conducted. In the morning, at nine 
o'clock (still the fourteenth day) He 
was crucified, then died "between the 

^evenings" at three o'clock — the very 
fame when the passover lamb was to be. 
slaifL .. On Friday evening — the begin-, 
nihg of the fifteenth day-^the Passover 
was ; Observed by the Jews. That this 
.was is-evident' from John 18:28, 
Wherejwe re ad con ce f h i n g t he Jews that 

f M ^e^ : tfiemsely$s went hot into the 
judgment hall (i.e., during Christ's 
trial) lest they should be defiled ; but 



that they might eat the Passover" From 
this it is plainly evident that the Jews 
had not at the time of Christ's trial 
eaten the Passover. Christ and His 
disciples had done so before His trial, 
but ihe Jews were contemplating that 
feast while the trial was on, and lest, 
by going into the judgment hall they 
should be made ceremonially unclean 
and thus hindered fiom partaking in 
that feast, they remained outside. 

And now notice another very accu- 
rate statement with reference to this 
Passover from "Desire of Ages," p. 
774 : " The Passover was observed as it 
had been for centuries, while He to 
whom it pointed had been slain . . . 
and lay in Joseph's tomb" And was not 
Christ in Joseph's tomb on that Sab- 
bath evening? 

Thus, Friday—the preparation day — 
was the 14th day; the Sabbath follow- 
ing — an high day, because it was not 
only^the weekly Sabbath, but. also the 
Passover Sabbath — was the 15th day, 
arid the Sunday or first day of the 
week, was the 16th day when the first- 
fruits were to be offered. 

Conformably with this we read in 
"Desire of Ages," p. 785 : "Christ rose 
from the dead as the first-fruits of 
those that slept. He was the antitype 
of the wavesheaf and His resurrection 
took place on the very day when the 
wavesheaf was to be presented before 
the Lord." And did He not, as the 
wavesheaf, present Himself before His 
Father on the day of His resurrection 
— the 16th day ? And in this do we 
not again see the exact fulfilment of 
the type both as to the time and the 
event ? 

In closing let me say that, person- 
ally, I have the utmost confidence in 
writings of Sister White, and in time 
of doubt and difficulty look for the 
counsel of God's Spirit in what she 
has written. It is for this purpose 
that the gift of prophecy has, been 
placed in the church ; and when his- 
torians and others are so uncertain 
and are by no means in agreement, 
should we not rather believe that, 
because of this uncertainty and unre- 
liability, the Lord has caused the real 
truth on this very question to be 
recorded by His servant for otir in- 
struction? I believe so. 

F. L. SHARP. 
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Suggestions for Newspaper 
Articles 

A VERY gratifying feature of the 
evangelistic work in this field, and one 
which is fraught with great possibili- 
ties, is the use which is now being 
made of the newspapers by many of 
our evangelists. Publicity through the 
press is one of the finest methods of 
propaganda and should be utilized on 
every occasion which offers itself. 
We have a message which affords a 
solution of many of the problems 
which are agitating the minds of men ; 
let us herald this message through 
every available agency. 

Evangelists, make friends of the ed- 
itors of the local newspapers in your 
various localities. Advertise in their 
journals, and furnish them with articles 
and with terse reports of your meetings. 
Do not hide your light under a bushel, 
but secure all the publicity possible, re- 
membering the injunction of the fa- 
mous preacher, Spurgeon, "The man 
who will not advertise will soon need 
advertising for." 

Brother W. L. Burgan, Press Bureau 
Secretary of the General Conference, 
has forwarded us some excellent sug- 
gestions for newspaper articles which 
we take pleasure in passing on. 

Kings of the East now awakening — 
what do the disturbances in China in- 
dicate? Are the Orientals getting 
ready for a battle with white civiliza- 
tion, and will the whole world be in- 
volved in the conflict ? 

Significance of the political situation 
in the Near East and the Zionist move- 
ment. Balkan States full of unrest; is 
the League of Nations soon to pass 
away? Great nations of Europe again 
rush at one another's throats; are we 
nearing the Battle of Armageddon ? 

Activities of the Spiritualists, and 
the meaning of Spiritism as a last day 
omen. Touch on the new books re- 
cently published, and the latest mani- 
festations of spirit phenomena. Men 
and women now appealing to spiritists 
to help them solve problems especially 
concerning mysterious disappearances 
of members of families; are we nearing 
the time when to speak against spiritists 
will be considered blasphemous? 

Will millions now living never die ? 



Give a good strong Biblicat answer to 
this, and counteract the activities of 
the Millennial Dawnists who are spend- 
ing large sums of money in newspaper 
advertising in large cities to attract 
people to their meetings. 

The judgments of God increasing in 
the land : fires, storms, earthquakes, and 
other calamities. Terrible destruction 
of property and life in spite of human 
ingenuity to devise plans to make lives 
and buildings, trains and steamships 
safe. 

Increase in divorce — new courts 
being established to handle increased 
number of dissatisfied wives and hus- 
bands. Society collapsing, civilization 
breaking, stage demoralizing, immod- 
esty in dress and conversation among 
women; smoking among women; signs 
prohibiting smoking in women's rest 
rooms in department stores in large 
cities; all of which indicate social decay. 
(Fulfillment of Christ's prophecy as it 
was in days of Noah, so shall it be at 
His return. Emphasize Gen. 6 : 5.) 

Significance of efforts of police to 
take finger prints of every human being. 
For identification in case of mishap one 
reason given, but does it not indicate 
that the whole race is being looked upon 
as criminals? How does this look as a 
sign of the times when the Bible says 
the Spirit of God will be withdrawn 
from the earth just before the close of 
time and then will come universal 
bloodshed and riot? Is this time 
hastening on ? 

Thievery in high and low society : 
officials and lesser employees of big 
manufacturing and other industrial 
concerns conspire to rob firms on 
wholesale lines. Burglars organising 
into groups and holding up banks 
where great sums of money are taken. 
Pay roll messengers shot down by 
thieves in mad frenzy to get money ; 
armoured cars now being used to trans- 
port pay rolls. 

Gambling on increase at race tracks 
and places where bettors gather ; hand- 
books increasing ; betting " rings " now 
being built at race tracks for exclusive 
use of women-. Great multitudes attend 
races; newspapers devoting more 
space than ever to chronicle results and 
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forecast probable winners. Everything 
possible being done to encourage gam- 
bling spirit and take minds away from 
God and things etertiaL 

Growing popularity of the moving 
pictures. Dangers to young ; depict- 
ing of glaring hold-ups and other thrill- 
ing episodes stir up criminal -instincts" 
in the youth, who get their first 
thoughts of crime from screen per- 
formances. 

Unwholesome literature that is being 
foisted on to high school youth and 
the eagerness of girls and boys to pur- 
chase it. Bible forgotten ; another 
evidence of fulfillment of scripture, 
" When the Son of man cometb shall 
He find faith On the earth?" This 
kind of salacious reading is increasing 
and police authorities seem to wink at 
the boldness displayed by publishers of 
such literature. 

Upheavals in political world. Dis- 
satisfaction among nations. Thrones 
falling. Inability of mankind to sta- 
bilise government. Ineffectual efforts 
to establish permanent peace; hypo- 
critical pretenses of governments that 
outwardly favour disarmament but are 
continually increasing strength of their 
navies. 

Confession of parents of their inabil- 
ity to control children in their 'teens; 
reform schools overtaxed; juvenile 
court cases increasing ; children en- 
gaging in crime. Events transpiring 
at unusual rapidity to indicate decay 
of organised society. 

Circulation of the Bible in more than 
700 languages.- Significance of this 
world-wide work. Hardships endured 
by Bible" colporteurs to reach the 
masses with this book^-many cast into 
prison for selling gospel literature es- 
pecially in countries where Church 
dominates State* Cruelties heaped 
upon them. 

Modern inventions— new device^ to 
multiply the publication of books and 
other literature to hasten the gospel tp 
the darkest parts of the earth— tele- 
phone, radio, airplane, trains, steam- 
boats^ all other modern conveniences*; 
fulfillment of early part of Daniel 12: 
where are we in the stream of time ? ; 



Evolutionists' growing- 'activities- 
emphasize the false doctrines of Dar- 
winism, and evolution in general. 
Show. Bible p'an of creation, and the 
dangers of leading children away from 
God by such false teachings. Good 
opportunity to present the message 
while this subject is being so widely 
discussed. School children, the targets 
for leaders in evolutionary thought, 
and will not rising generation be fully 
ignorant of great themes of Bible, and 
plan of salvation ? 



) CORRESPONDENCE 

1 i 

To the Editor, 

In your issue for January of this year 
Brother Hadfield a>ks : "What con- 
stitutes missionary visits, Bible studies, 
calls, etc. ? ; 

As I understand it a missionary visit 
is such when a worker visits a home On 
purely missionary work, but does not 
necessarily give a study ; «a Buble study 
becomes such when the open Bible is 
used to explain some text or point of 
doctrine ; and a call means that a 
worker has called at a home but for 
some reason or other has received no 
admittance. 

With reference to outline studies for 
tent efforts we cannot be too dogmatic, 
but I usually work along the following 
lines allowing margins as certain Oc- 
casions may demand : 

1. Interesting series. (Live issues of 
the day, Armageddon, Daniel 2, Turk- 
ish question, etc.) 

2. Signs and Second Coming Series. 

3. State of the Dead Series. 

4. Law and Sanctuary Series. 

5. Sabbath Series. 

6. Pulling Series. (Deeply spiritual 
studies of a pleading nature* Walking 
as He Walked, Our Obligation to God, 
etc. 

- 7. Tithing, Health, and Spirit of 
Prophecy Series. 
Yours for the finishing of the work, 
' C. A. Wrigley. 



To . the Editor, ; ^ 

In my work here there is a lady who 
has been concerned about the Sabbath, 
4 and having a great deal of regard for 
her church , the Church of England, she 
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desired -to know what the teaching of 
that church was upon the subject. 

. She consulted her minister and tie 
told her that we were right as regards 
the day, but of course gave her the 
usual reasons for Sunday observance. 
I also wrote a letter to the Bishop of 
Armidale ; while hardly hoping for a 
reply I received one which to my mind 
is quite interesting. "I might say that 
as a result of these two opinions of 
ministers of her own church, the lady 
mentioned above was quite convinced, 
and says that now she can do anything, 
even work on Sundav, which she had 
not felt like doing up -o this point. 

Here is the letter that I addressed 
to the Bishop, followed by his reply. 

The Right Reverend, 

The Bishop of Armidale, 
Sir, - . 

. We have been reading some books 
lately, on the Sabbath question and it 
seems to us that there is a mis ake 
somewhere as regards the day that is 
observed. . : 

I would like to know what the teach- 
ing of the Church of England is upon 
this subject. Are the churches today 
keeping the true Bible Sabbath? 

I would esteem it a great personal 
favour if you could take a few mo- 
ments of your valuable time to answer 
these queries of mine. 

I remain, 
Yours very sincerely, 
(Signed) B. E. Hadfield. 

Here is the reply — 

Bishops Court, 
, Uralla Road, 
Armidale, 
Nov. 29, £927. 

Dear Mr. Hadfield, 

In reply to your letter, quite can- 
didly may I say that neither the Church 
of England nor the earlv church, has 
since the days of Saint Paul ever kept 
or tried to keep the Jewish Sabbath, 
1 nor has it ever been considered bind- 
ing on the Christian community any 
more than circumcision. We do ob- 
serve Sunday as the Lord's day not as 
the Sabbath, and Sunday except under 
occasional periods of late Puritanical 



influence, has never, been hedged with 
Sabbatarian restrictions. 
Believe me* 

Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) Wentworth, 

Bishop of Armidale. 

P.S. There is considerable literature 
on this subject and it w /uld be wise to 
consult the best authorities. 

Bingara, 

. . Nov. 5, 27. . 



To the Editor, 

< I was, today, the happy recipient of 
a copy of The Evangelist. I lost 
no time in perusing its contents — to 
see what others had written ! The 
matter r was much appreciated and I 
would like to express my appreciation; 
(and perhaps be as presumptuous as to 
express the appreciation of seemingly 
the majority of our reticent evangel- 
ists, who, like myself, are veiy busy 
and have an aversion to appearing in 
the limelight at the footlights of THE 
Evangelist). " More copy wanted " 
seemed almost pathetic to me, Brother 
Anderson, when I consider how many 
evangelists we have in the field, each 
of whom has a repertory of knowledge 
which has accumulated through the 
years of service — their corn-bin ed 
hoardings would stagger a Daniel. 
The Syro-Phenician woman begging 
for a few crumbs has a parallel. 

Were you an octopus and could put 
out your suckers into the cranial ca- 
pacity of our Evangelists Association 
you would have enough to fill a library 
with essential knowledge. 

To those who have taken valuable 
time to pen thoughts, few or many, 
I would say, thank y >u. I have 
read your articles, not with idle curi- 
osity, or with a critical turn of mind, 
but appreciatively. To those who 
have not as yet passed on something 
I would say- strengthen the hands of 
the Editor and your fellow evangelists. 

Let. us press together, brethren, the 
end draws on apace. Soon it will be 
too late to pass on items and t o 
encourage each other. I have a con- 
fidence in my fellow-workers. . It en- 
courages m£ to think of your loyalty 



and integrity and to believe that we are 
united in " the grandest work ever 
committed to mortals." May God 
forgive us for living like hermits " you 
in your corner, I in mine." Let us as 
it were climb a mountain and view 
the whole battlefield, here triumphant 
unmistakably, there the standard 
drooping under a heavy onslaught of 
the enemy, where our comrades face a 
relentless foe under discouraging cir- 
cumstances and need our words of 
encouragement. Press forward, " Be 
strong and of good courage," " we are 
well able." 

"They helped everyone his neigh- 
bour and everyone said to his brother, 
Be of good courage. So the carpenter 
encouraged the goldsmith, etc." 

Your brother in this 
triumphant message, 

L. F. Were. 

Port Pirie, S.A. 
May 25 , 1927. 



To the Editor, 

I am writing to ask my fellow- 
evangelists to assist me in locating the 
following extract: 

"Consult the best Lexicon (Dr. 
Thayer's edition of Grimm's Lexicon) 
and you will find no hint of any such 
meaning as an unseen parousia or 
presence i n any of the passages in the 
New Test'ament in which the word is 
employed; but as that Lexicon says, 
when applied to Christ it refers to 
' The future visible return from heaven 
of Jesus the Messiah.' " 

This is an extract which I copied 
from a borrowed book, the title and 
author of which I foolishly omitted to 
place on my notes. As this was copied 
many years ago, I cannot call to mind 
which book of the many borrowed books 
which I have read in the past con- 
tained this extract. I have only given 
a small portion of what is the best I 
have seen on "The Parousia or Pres- 
ence of Christ." 

The arguments in that book are 
irrefutable and should be helpful to 
others, as they have been to me, in 
meeting the subtle sophistries of the 
enemy of this vital subject. My co- 



workers, however, will appreciate my 
position that an extract of this nature 
does not have the same force when the 
author and book are like Darwin's 
links — though the arguments may be 
used as one's own. But I prefer a 
higher authority when meeting opposi- 
tion. It occurred to me that the book 
with the above extract may be well 
known to some. I have an idea that 
it was a book written by Dr. Grattan 
Guiness. As I have read only two of 
his works since, "The Approaching 
End of the Age," and "Rome and 
Reformation,"— and it is not in the 
them — it possibly is in some of his 
other books to which I have not 
access. I should be glad if the extract 
can be located. The whole book was 
not on the Parousia, but toward the 
end a sort of appendix was reserved 
for the full consideration of this 
subject. 

Our evangelists who are working in 
the cities, and have access to Dr. 
Guiness' works in the Public Library, 
would quickly learn if it is in any of 
his books; and while you are there, 
look up Grimm's Lexicon to verify, 
and add to, the portion quoted from 
it. By doing so you will be amply 
repaid in the knowledge gained and 
the pleasure you will have afforded me. 
Yours, etc., 

L. F. Were. 



Ministerial Reading Course 

The Ministerial Reading Course for 
1927 commences in this Union Confer- 
ence, July I. To those who have en- 
rolled for this course we are sending 
out the special mimeographed notes 
which have been prepared by the 
General Conference. Those who have 
not ordered their books should do so at 
once. 



Please Note 

All communications re Ministerial 
Reading Course business with the 
Union Conference Office should be 
specially endorsed on the envelope — 
Ministerial Association, as this will save 
considerable delay in the office. 
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